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Spare keys play a crucial role in our daily lives, offering convenience and accessibility. Whether for your 
home, car, or office, spare keys ensure that you gain entry when needed. However, if not handled 
properly, they can also pose significant security risks. This comprehensive guide will explore various 
strategies for keeping spare keys secure, ensuring that the convenience they provide does not come at the 
cost of your safety.

Understanding the Risks

Why Spare Keys Can Be a Security Risk

Before diving into preventive measures, it’s essential to understand why spare keys can be a liability:

1. Accessibility: If a spare key is too easily accessible, it can be found by unauthorized individuals, 
leading to potential theft or intrusion. 

2. Loss or Theft: Misplacing a spare key or having it stolen can compromise your security. A lost 
key may end up in the hands of someone with malicious intent. 

3. Duplication: Spare keys are often duplicated without the owner’s knowledge, further increasing 
the risk of unauthorized access. 

4. Unsecured Hiding Spots: Many people hide spare keys in common places like under doormats or 
potted plants, making them easy targets for burglars. 

Real-Life Statistics

Understanding the real-world implications of unsecured spare keys can help emphasize their importance:

• According to a study conducted by the FBI, around 2.5 million burglaries occur annually in the 
United States, many of which involve forced entry through unlocked doors or windows. An 
unsecured spare key provides an easy entry point.

• A survey conducted by a home security company revealed that approximately 20% of 
homeowners keep spare keys outside their homes, often in insecure locations, leaving them 
vulnerable to theft.

Strategies for Keeping Spare Keys Secure

1. Avoid Common Hiding Places

One of the most critical steps in securing spare keys is to avoid traditional hiding spots. Here are some 
tips on what not to do:

Common Locations to Avoid

• Under Doormats: This is one of the most well-known hiding spots, making it a prime target for 
thieves. 

• In Potted Plants: While this may seem discreet, many burglars check such areas first. 
• Under Rocks: Similar to doormats, this spot is easily predictable for anyone looking to break in. 
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• Inside Mailboxes: Accessible to both postal workers and potential intruders, mailboxes are not 
secure. 

2. Use a Lockbox

A lockbox is a more secure alternative for storing spare keys. Here’s how to choose and use one 
effectively:

Selecting a Lockbox

• Material and Durability: Opt for lockboxes made from sturdy materials like steel that cannot be 
easily pried open. 

• Combination or Key Lock: Choose between a combination lock, which is less likely to be 
compromised, or a key lock, but ensure you keep the spare key secure as well. 

• Weather Resistance: If placing the lockbox outdoors, select a weather-resistant model to prevent 
rust or damage. 

Installation Tips

• Secure Location: Install the lockbox in a discreet yet accessible location, preferably out of sight 
from the road. 

• Regular Maintenance: Check the lockbox periodically to ensure it remains functioning and that 
the combination or key is intact. 

3. Utilize Smart Locks

Smart locks offer innovative solutions for managing spare keys. They can enhance your security while 
providing flexible access options.

How Smart Locks Work

• Keyless Entry: Smart locks allow entry via PIN codes, fingerprint recognition, or mobile app 
control, eliminating the need for physical keys. 

• Temporary Access Codes: Most smart locks enable you to create temporary codes for guests, 
allowing them access without needing a physical key. 

• Activity Log: Many models come equipped with features that track entry activity, alerting you to 
any unauthorized attempts. 

Choosing the Right Smart Lock

• Compatibility: Ensure the smart lock integrates seamlessly with your existing door hardware. 
• Security Features: Look for additional features like two-factor authentication (2FA) and alarms 

triggered by tampering. 
• Battery Life: Select a model known for long battery life and low-maintenance requirements. 

4. Share Sparingly

If you must share spare keys with trusted individuals, do so judiciously:

Establishing Trust

• Limit Sharing: Only share spare keys with individuals you absolutely trust, such as close friends 
or family members. 

• Keep Track: Maintain a record of who has a spare key and when it was given out. This helps you 
know who to contact if a key goes missing. 



Communication

• Discuss Security: Talk to those you share keys with about the importance of keeping them secure 
and returning them when no longer needed. 

• Set Boundaries: Make it clear that the spare key should not be duplicated or shared further 
without your permission. 

5. Install a Hidden Key Holder

Hidden key holders can be an excellent way to keep spare keys nearby without sacrificing security.

Choosing a Hidden Key Holder

• Design: Select a holder designed to blend with its environment, such as a rock-shaped holder or 
one that looks like part of landscaping. 

• Sturdiness: Ensure that the hidden holder is durable and difficult for intruders to spot. 

Placement

• Strategic Location: Place the holder in a location that isn’t obvious, such as behind a bush or 
under a decorative stone. 

• Rotate Locations: Occasionally change the hiding place of the key holder to maintain 
unpredictability. 

6. Use a Trusted Neighbor or Friend

Instead of keeping spare keys at your property, consider giving them to a trusted neighbor or friend:

Benefits

• Proximity: A neighbor nearby can quickly assist you in emergencies without compromising your 
security. 

• Trust Factor: As someone you know personally, a trusted neighbor offers a sense of security 
compared to leaving a key outside. 

Establishing a Relationship

• Open Communication: Discuss your expectations regarding the key and what occasions would 
require access to your property. 

• Reciprocal Arrangements: If possible, implement a reciprocal arrangement where your neighbor 
can also have access to your key in case of emergencies. 

7. Regularly Change Locks

Changing locks intermittently can significantly improve your property’s security, especially if you 
suspect your spare keys have been compromised:

When to Change Locks

• Moving In: Always change locks when moving into a new home to eliminate previous owners’ 
access. 

• Lost Keys: If you lose track of a key or suspect it may have been stolen, changing locks is a 
prudent measure. 

• After Key Sharing: Change locks after sharing your spare key with someone who no longer 
needs access. 



8. Review Your Security System

If you have a security system in place, regularly assess its effectiveness alongside your spare key 
protocols.

Components to Evaluate

• Alarm Systems: Ensure that your alarm system is functioning correctly and is programmed to 
alert you to unauthorized entries. 

• Cameras: Verify that surveillance cameras cover entrances and exits, providing visual 
documentation in case of a security breach. 

• Monitoring Services: Consider professional monitoring services that can respond rapidly to alerts 
triggered by unauthorized access. 

Educating Family Members
Another vital aspect of keeping spare keys secure is educating family members about these practices:

Importance of Family Awareness

• Understanding Risks: Make sure everyone understands the risks associated with spare keys and 
the importance of keeping them secure. 

• Clear Guidelines: Establish clear guidelines and protocols for handling spare keys within the 
household. 

Conducting Educational Workshops

Engage your family in discussions about security:

• Family Meetings: Hold family meetings to discuss security practices, including how to handle 
spare keys safely. 

• Role-Playing Scenarios: Implement role-playing exercises that illustrate situations involving 
locked-out scenarios or needing to share keys with someone unexpectedly. 

Responding to a Lost Key Situation
Despite best efforts, there might be instances where a spare key goes missing. Having a plan in place can 
mitigate risks associated with lost keys.

Immediate Actions

1. Assess Security: Check all entry points to ensure they remain locked and secure. 
2. Change Locks: If you suspect the key has fallen into the wrong hands, consider changing the 

locks promptly. 
3. Notify Trusted Individuals: Inform anyone who may have had access to the original key about 

the situation, encouraging them to stay vigilant. 

Preventive Measures for the Future

After resolving the situation, take proactive steps to prevent future occurrences:

• Review Protocols: Reassess your spare key storage and sharing practices to identify any 
vulnerabilities. 

• Educate Everyone Again: Reinforce the importance of security among household members, 
especially regarding where and how spare keys are stored. 



Conclusion
Keeping spare keys secure is a crucial aspect of maintaining overall safety and security for your home, 
vehicle, or business. By understanding the risks associated with spare keys and implementing effective 
security measures, you can enjoy the convenience of spare keys without compromising safety.

Utilize strategies such as avoiding common hiding spots, using lockboxes or smart locks, limiting key 
sharing, and educating family members about security practices. Regularly review and adapt your 
methods to respond effectively to changing circumstances.

Through proactive measures, communication, and vigilance, you can significantly reduce the chances of 
unauthorized access to your property while ensuring that you retain easy access when needed. Remember, 
a secure environment fosters peace of mind for you and your loved ones.
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