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Moving is often considered one of life’s most stressful events. Amidst the chaos of packing, organizing 
logistics, and anticipating changes, ensuring the safety and security of your current home can easily 
become overlooked. Protecting your property during a move is as crucial as safeguarding it in everyday 
life. This guide will delve into comprehensive strategies for safeguarding your home during a move, 
examining the risks involved, preventive measures, and steps you can take to ensure a smooth transition.

Understanding the Risks During a Move

1. Increased Vulnerability

During a move, your home becomes particularly vulnerable due to several factors:

• Open Doors and Windows: Frequent access points for movers and family members can create 
opportunities for theft or accidents. 

• Disorganization: Clutter from packing can lead to injuries, damage to belongings, or even 
unintentional breaches in security. 

• Unfamiliar People: Strangers such as moving crew members may be present, posing potential 
security risks if not vetted properly. 

2. Property Damage

The physical aspects of your home are also at risk:

• Accidental Damage: Furniture and equipment can cause scratches, dents, or other damages to 
walls and floors during the moving process. 

• Pest Intrusions: Leaving doors open or boxes scattered can attract pests or allow them entry into 
your home. 

3. Theft

Valuable items are often more exposed during moves:

• Items Left Unattended: Boxes left outside or near entrance points can attract thieves. 
• Inadequate Monitoring: The need to focus on logistics can distract homeowners from monitoring 

their surroundings effectively. 

Preparing Your Home for a Move

1. Create a Moving Plan

A well-thought-out moving plan lays the groundwork for an organized and secure transition.

a. Develop a Timeline

• Key Milestones: Create a timeline that outlines when to pack, load, and transport items. 
• Checklist: Include tasks related to home security, such as locking windows and securing outdoor 

spaces. 
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b. Delegate Responsibilities

• Assign Tasks: Divide responsibilities among family members to ensure all aspects of the move 
are managed efficiently. 

• Moving Team Coordination: If hiring professional movers, establish clear communication and 
give them guidelines for accessing your home. 

2. Enhance Home Security

Before the moving day, strengthen the security measures in your home.

a. Update Locks

• Change Key Codes: If you have a smart lock, update access codes before moving day. 
• Replace Old Locks: Consider changing locks entirely if you’re concerned about unauthorized 

access or if you’ve lost keys. 

b. Install Temporary Security Measures

• Security Cameras: Set up temporary cameras to monitor activity around your home. 
• Alarm Systems: Ensure your alarm system is operational and notify your provider of your 

moving schedule. 

c. Secure Entry Points

• Check Windows and Doors: Before leaving, check that all windows and doors are secured and 
locked. 

• Close Off Areas: If certain rooms or areas do not require access, consider closing and locking 
them. 

3. Organize Your Belongings

Keeping your belongings organized helps prevent loss and damage.

a. Inventory Your Items

• List Valuable Items: Create an inventory list of valuable items, including electronics, jewelry, 
and important documents. 

• Label Boxes: Clearly label boxes with contents and room assignments to facilitate organization in 
your new home. 

b. Pack Securely

• Use Quality Packing Materials: Invest in strong boxes and packing materials to protect fragile 
items. 

• Distribute Weight: Avoid overloading boxes to prevent breakage and make them easier to 
handle. 

4. Notify Relevant Parties

Keeping relevant parties informed about your move can enhance security:

a. Inform Neighbors

• Communicate with Neighbors: Let neighbors know your moving date so they can keep an eye 
out for suspicious activity during your absence. 

• Establish a Neighborhood Watch: Engage your neighbors in a neighborhood watch program to 
bolster community vigilance. 



b. Contact Utility Companies

• Schedule Disconnects: Contact utility companies (electric, gas, water) to schedule disconnections 
and reconnections in your new home. 

• Notify Security Service Providers: Inform your security service providers of your moving dates, 
so they can adjust surveillance accordingly. 

Taking Precautions on Moving Day
On the day of the move, additional precautions must be taken to safeguard your home.

1. Monitor the Moving Process

Staying vigilant during the moving process can help mitigate risks.

a. Supervise Movers

• Be Present: Have someone available to oversee moving crews and ensure instructions are 
followed. 

• Designate a Point Person: Assign a family member to manage the moving team and answer 
questions they may have. 

b. Keep Access Points Clear

• Control Traffic Flow: Maintain clear pathways to avoid accidents and reduce clutter. 
• Secure Openings: Close doors and windows in areas not currently being accessed to prevent 

unwanted entry. 

2. Protect Your Property

Maintaining the condition of your current home during the moving process is vital.

a. Use Protective Gear

• Floor Protection: Lay down protective coverings (e.g., cardboard or moving blankets) on floors 
to avoid scratches and stains. 

• Wall Padding: Use corner guards or padding to prevent damage to walls during the moving 
process. 

b. Manage Large Items Carefully

• Clear Pathways: Before moving large furniture or appliances, ensure pathways are clear of 
obstacles. 

• Team Lifting: Encourage team lifting methods to avoid injury and protect property during 
transport. 

3. Secure Valuables and Important Documents

Keeping your valuables safe during the move is critical.

a. Designated Storage for Valuables

• Separate Box for Valuables: Pack valuable items and important documents in a dedicated box 
that remains with you throughout the move. 

• Keep It Close: Store this box in your personal vehicle rather than the moving truck for added 
security. 



b. Use a Safe

• Fireproof Safe: If you have a safe, secure important documents and valuables inside while you 
prepare for the move. 

• Access Control: Only share the combination or key with trusted individuals. 

4. Post-Move Security Measures

Once your belongings are loaded and your home is empty, take further steps to secure the property.

a. Conduct a Final Walkthrough

• Inspect Each Room: Check each room to ensure all items are packed and nothing is left behind. 
• Verify Security: Make sure all windows and doors are locked before leaving for good. 

b. Inform Local Authorities

• Police Notification: In cases of extended absence, inform local law enforcement that your home 
will be vacant. 

• Request Patrols: Seek to have patrols conducted in your area while your home is unoccupied. 

Managing the Transition to Your New Home
As you settle into your new residence, continue to prioritize security.

1. Change Locks Immediately

One of the first things to do upon arrival is to change the locks:

• Rekey Existing Locks: If you’ve moved into a previously owned home, rekey all exterior doors 
to ensure only you and trusted individuals have access. 

• Install Smart Locks: Consider installing smart locks that allow for keyless entry and temporary 
access codes. 

2. Update Security Systems

If you had a security system in your previous home, updating it in your new space is essential.

a. Evaluate Coverage Needs

• Assess New Environment: Evaluate the security needs specific to your new property, considering 
its layout and location. 

• Professional Assessment: Consult with a security expert to determine the best security solutions 
for your new home. 

b. Connect Utilities and Services

• Set Up Utilities: Ensure all utilities (water, gas, electricity) are set up and functioning in your new 
home. 

• Install Security Services: Connect any necessary monitoring services to ensure your home is 
protected. 

3. Familiarize Yourself with Your New Neighborhood

Understanding your new environment enhances overall security.



a. Get to Know Neighbors

• Introduce Yourself: Take the time to meet your new neighbors; building relationships fosters a 
sense of community and security. 

• Neighborhood Watch: Inquire about existing neighborhood watch programs and consider joining 
or starting one. 

b. Explore Local Resources

• Local Law Enforcement: Familiarize yourself with the nearest police station and their contact 
information. 

• Emergency Services: Identify the closest hospitals, fire stations, and utility companies for quick 
access if needed. 

Conclusion
Safeguarding your home during a move requires careful planning and execution. By understanding the 
risks involved and implementing effective strategies, you can enhance the security of both your old and 
new residences. From preparing thoroughly ahead of time to taking precautions on moving day and 
adjusting to your new environment, every step counts toward creating a secure and welcoming home.

Effective communication, streamlined organization, and leveraging modern technology are vital 
components that contribute to a successful transition. Ultimately, prioritizing security throughout the 
moving process not only protects your belongings but also provides peace of mind as you embark on this 
new chapter in your life.
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